
Pastors page: Advent: We live in the “in- between” time 

“So you also are now in anguish, Christ tells us in John’s Gospel. And then he says “But I will see you 
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.” (John 16:22) 

      In the passage just before this one, Jesus has compared our lives to a woman about to give birth: 
“When a woman is in labor, she is in anguish because her hour has arrived; but when she has given birth 
to a child, she no longer remembers the pain because of her joy that a child has been born into the 
world.”  

      We are in anguish. This is our current state. Division and disharmony. That division begins within 
ourselves as we think and act and speak contrary to our consciences, and our best instincts. The division 
extends to our relationships with others. As St. Paul tells us, we want to do what is right and good but 
find ourselves doing the opposite at times. We cause harm to ourselves and to the people around us by 
acting selfishly. 

      In the last century alone two world wars destroyed human beings in unprecedented violence that 
took the lives of many millions of people both combatants and noncombatants. Violence and wanton 
acts of terror continue unabated. Our world is ruptured. Rich and poor, north and south, black and 
white, male and female – a people and a world at odds. 

       We are destroying the planet we inhabit. Pope Francis addressed this ecological disaster in detail in 
his recent encyclical (“On Care for our Common Home”- Laudato Si) You can find it at www.vatican.va) 
We want to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to our care, but the earth has been polluted 
and ravaged by our misuse of natural resources. Air and water and land pollution are everywhere on the 
good ground God created. “Our goal is…to become painfully aware, to dare to turn what is happening to 
the world into our own personal suffering and to discover what each of us can do about it.” 

        Lamentation turns to action, and to our anguished cry for our Savior. Who can save us from our self 
-destruction? Who can save us from our sins? Who can save us from death? “Come, Lord Jesus!” is our 
prayer in Advent and always. 

      Like Jesus, St. Paul uses the imagery of suffering. “For in this tent (our earthly dwelling/our bodies) 
we groan, longing to be clothed with heavenly glory…. For while we are in this tent we groan, and are 
weighed down…” “Yet we are always courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go home to 
the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to please him whether we are at home (in this body) or away. For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive recompense, according to 
what he did in the body, whether good or evil.” (Second Corinthians 5:4ff) 

      We echo the Church’s ancient prayer each Advent. That cry of need and want and desire ought to 
grow stronger each day as we approach the Christmas feast. The prayer captures our hunger for 
fulfillment; a fulfillment found only in God. We are tired of the brokenness of our world. We are tired of 
the inevitability of suffering and death. We long for the Savior. We long for the perfect love of God. Can 
you feel that longing within you? 

“But I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.” 

Come, Lord Jesus! Come soon.             Peace, Fr. Bruce 
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